	Date: 

Thursday, March 3rd
	Day of Cycle: 1

	Subject: Language Arts


	Grade: 3/4
	Strand: Persuasive Writing

	Title: Persuasive Writing - Examples

	Approx. Time: 40 - 45 minutes

	Materials: SmartBoard, example of persuasive ideas

	Big Ideas:  Students will read an example of persuasive writing in order to understand how writing should sound. 

	Curriculum Expectations: 

Grade 3 and 4: 

· identify information sources that inform, persuade or entertain, and use such sources appropriately

	Objective/ Purpose of Lesson:  Students will read an example of persuasive writing and we will discuss together as a class what they liked about it. Students will identify reasons, explanations, and examples, underlining and circling parts of the passage.


	Activating Prior Knowledge/Action/Activity:


Title: Persuasive Piece - Silent Reading of The Best Season                      Time: 5 minutes
Students will be given a passage of persuasive writing (The Best Season) to read alone, by themselves. An easy sample is available for less-advanced students. Have poor readers pair up with strong readers, and sit them at the carpet to read together. Early birds: Students who finish early will complete questions on the backside of the paper.

Title: Persuasive Piece – Discussion of persuasive Piece                           Time: 3 minutes

Have students come to the carpet. Ask the class: show of hands – how much did this persuade you, on a scale of 1 – 5 (showing your hands)?

Take comments from students – why or why wasn’t it persuasive? Get a discussion going.                 
Title: Examining Persuasive Passage                                                            Time: 35 minutes
Activity:  Students will be paired up to work together. Have them work on questions together on the backside of The Best Season paper. Using intervals, there will be a gathering and discussion of answers as we work through the questions, to keep students moving. 

(5 min work session) - The first 3 questions are geared towards paragraph 1. Have students:
· underline the opening opinion in red
· work through numbers 1 - 3

(3 min discussion) - Meet back together at the carpet and discuss answers. Clear up any misconceptions.
(5 min work session) – Students will work on numbers 4 – 6. They will then focus on paragraph 2. This paragraph (like the following three) have a reason, explanation, and example. Explain that the reason comes first, then the explanation, and finally the example at the end. They will:

· underline the reason in orange, the explanation in green, and the example in blue

· do the same for the remaining 2 reasons

· underline the closing opinion in red

(3 min discussion) - Meet back together at the carpet and discuss answers. Clear up any misconceptions.


(10 minutes) – The same will be done for paragraphs 3 and 4, meeting each time for the next paragraph.

(5 min work session) – Have students complete the remaining questions. For the last paragraph, have students underline the opinion in red, which comes first in the paragraph. 

(3 min discussion) – Meet back together at the carpet and discuss answers. 



	Reflection: It is my hope that the reading of a persuasive passages will show students what a persuasive piece of writing should look like.


