	Date: 

Thursday, March 3rd
	Day of Cycle: 1

	Subject: Language Arts


	Grade: 3/4
	Strand: Persuasive Writing

	Title: Persuasive Writing - Brainstorming

	Approx. Time: 50 - 55 minutes

	Materials: SmartBoard, pencils, felts, chart paper

	Big Ideas:  Students will brainstorm ideas, reasons, explanations, and examples for a given topic in persuasive writing. 

	Curriculum Expectations: 

Grade 3 and 4: 

Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences.

	Objective/ Purpose of Lesson:  Students will brainstorm in their group as to the reasons why a specific season is the best. For example, why is fall the best season? What is great, beautiful, or fun about fall? A mind map will be taught and used to generate ideas and get students’ thoughts flowing.


	Activating Prior Knowledge/Action/Activity:

Title: Mind Map Introduction - Hook
Time duration: 10 minutes

Activity: Inform students that they will be given a fresh new start with persuasive writing, as there are ideas that are lacking. Ask students what season they think is the best. See what kind of answers I get.

Show the students a mind map, and ask students what they notice about it, without telling them what it is. Explain the mind map concept, if necessary. Desired outcome: mind maps have categories of different ideas, with sub-ideas branching off from them.

Ask students: which season is the best season? I will answer first, telling them my favorite season, with a reason, and then an example. I will construct a mind map during this session:

· I think the best season is summer … Summer will be in the centre.
· I like swimming outside (a reason). I will ask the students what swimming is classified as and put it on my mind map as a branch.  
· I will tell them an example of a time when I went swimming (an example). 
· Ask for more ideas as to why summer is the best, and put them on the mind map. By the end of our brainstorming, I should have branching out of summer: sports / activities, holidays, nature / scenery, animals, etc.
Ask students: Tell students to begin by stating their opinion. Ask for a reason from that student – why is fall better? Then, ask them for an example. An example of instruction here: 

http://youtu.be/Fgw-x9wEJ_c?t=2m25s

Title: Instructions for Brainstorming 
Time duration: 2-3 minutes

· Assign groups a season by selecting groups from a drawbox. This will ensure a fair draw.

· Give each group a chart paper and felts. One member from the group will write ideas of students. 
· Tell students they will brainstorm ideas for why their given season is good, using a mind map.

Title: Mind Map Creations
Time: 20 minutes

Activity:  Students will be given 15 - 20 minutes to make their mind maps. I will go around to each group to ensure there is cooperation and give support when needed.

Title: Work-Sharing
Time: 15 minutes

Activity: Groups will come up in front of the class and share their mind map with everyone. I will tape them somewhere on the wall for reference.

 Title: Wrap Up
Time: 5 minutes

Activity: Inform students that these ideas will be used by them in their next writing project.


	Reflection: The mind maps are intended as a means for students to brainstorm ideas for their persuasive writing.



